CLAIMS 

| ■ An electronic commerce systems/for communicating with purchasers via a 

2 client machine connected to a global computeynetwork! the system 

3 comprising: / 

4 a. a server £or receiving and processing orders placed remotely by the 

5 purchaser, each order comprising a product? 

6 b. a database, accessible to the server, comprising a record identifying 

7 (i) the purchaser, (ii) a plurali/y of contacts designated by the 

8 purchaser, and (iii) contact /nformation^facilitating communication 

9 with the contact?; / 

10 c. instructions executable /n the client machine^for rendering an 

1 1 interface thereon, the interface facilitating (i) designation of the 

12 order, (ii) designation^ at least one of the contacts, and (iii) entry 

13 of a message pertaping to the order? and 

14 d. a network interfa/e^for transmitting the rendering instructions to the 

1 5 client machine vi the networj^ 

\ — / 

1 6 ^wherein J 

1 7 e. the server is nesponsive to the interface so as to (i) facilitate 

1 8 fulfillment of the order and (ii) transmit the message to the at least 

1 9 one designated contact, the server further monitoring whether the 
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at least one designated contact subsequently purchases the product 



1 2. The system of claim 1 wherein the product is selected from a catalog of 

2 products comprising goods, services, or goods amd services. 

3 / 

1 3. The system of claim 1 wherein the cUem machine is configured to display 

2 the interface and to transmit to the server purchaser selections thereon. 

3 / 

1 4. The system of claim 1 whereinahe purchaser's database record further 

2 comprises a data identifying >a (sredit-card account, processing of the order 

3 including charging the account. 

4 // 

1 5. The system of claimKl whereir^the server is configured to check for credit 

2 entries in the purchaser's database record when processing the purchaser's 

3 order and to adjus/ the order based on any located entries. 

4 / 

1 6. The system of claim 1 wherein the interface accepts the message after 

2 the order hsas been fulfilled. 

3 / 

1 7. The /system of claim 1 wherein the interface accepts the message with 

2 the o^der. 
3 
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8. An electronic commerce system for communicating with a user via a client 

2 machine connected to a global computer network, the system comprising: 

3 a, a server; / 

4 b. a database, accessible to the server, comprising a record identifying 

5 (i) the user, (ii) a plurality of contacts designated by the user, and 

6 (iii) contact information facilitating communication with the 

7 contacts; / 

8 c. instructions executable on the/client machine for rendering an 

9 interface thereon, the interface facilitating (i) selection of at least 

0 one product from a list of products embedded in or accessed by 

1 execution of the instructions, (ii) designation of at least one of the 

2 contacts, and (iii) entry of k message pertaining to the at least one 

3 selected product; and / 

4 d. a network interface for transmitting the rendering instructions to the 

5 client machine via the njetwork, 

6 wherein / 

7 e. the server is responsive to the interface so as to transmit the 

8 message to the at least one designated contact. 
9 

. The system of claim 8 wherein the server is configured to monitor 

2 whether tfie^^ purchasesjh e item 

3 to facilitate reward of the/user. 
4 
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1 10. The system of claim 8 wherein the list of/products comprises goods, 

2 services, or goods and services. 



1 11. The system of claim 10 wherein the/list of products is embedded in^the 



2 ^instructions. 
3 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 



12. The system of claim 10 wherein /the list of products is stored in a 
computer accessible over the netwofrk^the instructiorjs^omprising an 



address facilitating access to the list by the client computer. 



1 

2 
3 
4 

1 13. The system of claim 8 wherafn the client machine is configured to 

2 display the interface and to transmit to the server (i) the list of products, (ii) 
3^*the at least one designated contact, and (iii) the message. 



14. The system of claim 8 wmerein the server is further configured to 
process orders for products, jthe server checking for credit entrie^ifi The^ *^ ) 

processing an order from the user and to adjust 
the order based on any located entries. 



user's database record when 



I 



15. A method of facilitating referral-based electronic commerce, the method 



2 comprising the ^/eps of: 
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3 a. receiving and processing orders placed rerarotely by a purchaser via 

4 a client machine connected to a global 9omputer network, each 

5 order comprising a product; 

6 b. storing a record identifying (i) the purchaser, (ii) a plurality of 

7 contacts designated by the purchaser, and (iii) contact information 

8 facilitating communication wtfn the contacts; 

9 c. causing the client machine^o render an interface, the interface 

10 facilitating (i) designation of the order, (ii) designation of at least one 

1 1 of the contacts, andyniii) entry of a message pertaining to the order; 

1 2 d. fulfilling the orde/ 

1 3 e. transmitting tl)£ message to the at least one designated contact; 

14 and 

1 5 f . monitoring whether the at least one designated contact 

1 6 subsequently purchases the product and, if so, rewarding the 

1 7 pur/haser. 
18 

1 1 6. The method of claim 1 5 furfner comprising the step of supplying a 

2 catalog of products compri^ffTg goods, services, or goods and services, the 

3 product being select^ yffom the catalog. 
4 

1 17. The methocKof claim IJEHurther comprising the step of storing, in the 

2 purchaser's record, data identifying a credit-card account, processing of the 

3 order including charging the account. 
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1 18. The method of claim 17 wheljein the server is configured to check for 

2 credit entries in the purchaser's^iatabase record when processing the 

3 purchaser's order and to adjust the order based on any located entries. 
4 

1 ^19. A method of facilitating referral-based elect/onic commerce, the method 

/2 comprising the steps of: / 

3 a. communicating with a user via a/lient machine connected to a 

4 global computer network; / 

5 b. storing a record identifying (i/the user, (ii) a plurality of contacts 

6 designated by the user, ana (iii) contact information facilitating 

7 communication with the contacts; 

8 c. causing the client machine to render an interface, the interface 

9 facilitating (i) selectioifi of at least one product from a list of 

10 products embeddedrin or accessed by execution of the instructions, 

1 1 (ii) designation oyat least one of the contacts, and (iii) entry of a 

1 2 message pertaining to the at least one selected product; and 

13 d. transmitting me message to the at least one designated contact. 
14 

1 20. The method of claim 1 9 further comprising the step of monitoring 

2 whether the at leasyone designated contact subsequently purchases the item 

3 and, if so, rewaraing^he user. 

4 / 
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21. The method of claim 19 further comprising the step of supplying a 
catalog of products comprising goods, services, or^goods and services, the 
product being selected from the catalog. 

22. The method of claim 1 9 further comprising the step of storing, in the 
user's record, data identifying a credit-ca/d account, and further comprising 
the step of processing of an order f ronpf the user for a product, the processing 
step including charging the accour 

23. The method of claim 22 wherein the^erver is configured to check for 
credit entries in the user's d^raba^e record when processing the user's order 
and to adjust the order based on any located entries. 

24. The method of maim 22 wherein the message is entered and transmitted 
after the order has been fulfilled. 



25. The method of claim 22 wherein the message is entered and transmitted 
with the order. 
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